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suspicions, and two days before the insurrection broke
out he wrote to the Prime Minister warning him that
agitators were at work in Dublin and that, from informa-
tion received, there was reason to fear a rising both in
Dublin and the north, and he gave the Prime Minister
details of the recent explosion in Patrick Street. The
military authorities, however, did not take so serious a
view of the situation. General Fox, brother of Charles
Fox, had recently succeeded Sir William Medows as
Commander in Chief of the Forces in Ireland. On the
morning of the rising his military secretary wrote the
following note in pencil to Marsden:
"My dear Marsden,
I understand Naas was almost abandoned yesterday
and that to-day the Loyalists are flocking into it for protec-
tion. I almost persuade myself that all the present alarm
will be found to have originated in the first instance in
the fears entertained by the People of the operation of
the Army of Reserve Act, and afterwards in the fears of
the loyal and higher classes resulting from seeing the
former abandon their dwellings. That the poor people
have been misled by mischief makers, I doubt not, and
perhaps the very bodies now marching on the canal are
people flying to Town for Protection, for as to any serious
attack on Dublin it must be laughed at and despised. Pray,
do your Yeomanry mean to patrol to-night? It is neces-
sary we should know, that we may not jostle against them
in the dark and mistake them.
Yours truly and in the
Day of Mischief
gaily
F. A.
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